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Following the release of figures that show 130 business migrants nominated South Australia as 
their relocation destination in 2013/14, up from 37 in 2012/13, a local migration expert says a 
well-balanced, targeted and sustainable migration program would bring significant benefits to the 
state.  
 
Migration Solutions managing director Mark Glazbrook also said that while it appears that South 
Australia has become an increasingly attractive migration destination for entrepreneurs, it still 
commands less than its share of the Australian migration program per capita.  
 
Mr Glazbrook’s remarks stem from comments made by Minister for Investment and Trade Martin 
Hamilton-Smith in Parliament earlier this week, in which he attributed the increase in business 
migration to South Australia to the speeding up of the application process.  
 
Mr Hamilton-Smith said a comprehensive review of the state migration criteria and requirements 
had also played a key role in the increased number of nominations.  
 
“In 2013, the state government allocated an additional $600,000 in funding over two years to help 
boost skilled and business migrant numbers in South Australia,” he said.  
 
“Immigration SA has also rolled out an online platform that has improved the processing of 
information required to support a business migration application.  
 
“Bringing in business and skilled migrants is critical as it helps create further investment 
opportunities, jobs and greater industry capability.”  
 
Mr Glazbrook described Immigration SA’s streamlined application processes as a positive step, but 
warned there was still much to be done to enable the state to attract its fair share of the 
Australian migration program.  
 
“South Australia currently makes up 7.5 per cent of the national population, however we 
consistently achieve below this figure when it comes to immigration outcomes,” he said.  
 
“This is a trend that will take a long time to reverse, however, with the right policy settings South 
Australia could certainly benefit by increasing our population growth rate to that of the national 
average.”  
 
Mr Glazbrook said a strong economy is the key to attracting a greater share of the national 
migration program.  
 
“If you were migrating to a new country to start your new life, where would you choose? A vibrant 
city with low unemployment and great career opportunities, or a city with historically high 
unemployment, high taxes and state debt?  
 
“It currently takes South Australia five years to see the same level of population growth and direct 
economic related activity that Western Australia experiences in one year.”  
 
The importance of the matter has prompted Mr Glazbrook to call for an open discussion about the 
future direction of South Australia.  
 
“In May I wrote to the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition calling for a population debate to 
be held in South Australia in order to discuss the merits of increasing our population base and 
what this would mean for South Australia,” he said.  
 
“Such a debate would consider the economic benefits of increasing the state’s population, the 



creation of new jobs and training opportunities, sustainability, infrastructure and the 
environmental impacts of increasing our population in greater Adelaide and our regions.”  
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