
 

 
 

 
SA's migration failures will hurt economy - Glazbrook 
Updated 3 October 2012 

South Australia’s continuing failure to capture enough migrants is making State Strategic Plan 

targets meaningless and will have serious economic consequences unless authorities act, 

according to SA-based immigration consultant, Mark Glazbrook.  

 

“It’s very concerning. SA lost 2700 people through Net Interstate Migration,” says Mark, who 

testified on the issue last year before a Senate committee and was prompted to speak out by 

this month’s Australian Bureau of Statistics figures.  

 

“The State Strategic plan says that this should have been reduced to zero and by 2014 we 

should be receiving a positive flow into the State.  

 

“SA’s population growth was 0.9% against a national average of 1.5%. WA recorded 3.1% 

population growth.  

 

“The only jurisdiction with lower growth was Tasmania who recorded a 0.3% increase. ACT at 

1.9% and the NT at 1.3% also recorded stronger population growth than in SA.  

 

“It is reported that SA’s population grew by 14,100 – that’s well short of the 22,000 required 

each and every year to reach 2 million people by 2027, the target contained in the State 

Strategic Plan.  

 

“Decreasing outcomes in the permanent and temporary migration programs in SA will continue 

to have a detrimental flow on affect to the local economy. Slowing population growth and 

declining migration outcomes affect the retail and hospitality sectors, it affects business and 

consumer confidence which softens demand for new and existing housing. It reduces consumer 

spending across the board and has a negative impact on the demand for goods and services 

within the local economy.  

 

“Low population growth and declining migration outcomes also impacts the State’s Budget, 

forward estimates and future spending opportunities on essential services and infrastructure 

projects. This also adversely impacts long-term economic sustainability and growth in the local 

economy.  

 

“SA needs to develop a well-structured and targeted economic migration program. Increased 

population growth and positive migration outcomes will generate greater activity for the SA 

economy and will create and maintain existing employment opportunities for future generations 

of South Australians. Increased population growth will also create new training opportunities.  

 

“If we do not address these serious issue now, it is difficult to see how we will ever be able to 

reverse the trend of young South Australians leaving our State in search of greater 

opportunities interstate and abroad or to slow the aging demographic of our workforce and the 

aging demographics of our population or indeed our diminishing share of the Australian 

migration program.  

 

“I believe that based on current trends, population growth in SA will fall to below 10,000 people 

per year in the coming one to two years and stay at that level for many years to come.”  

 

 
 


